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“2030 VISION FOR DEVELOPING NORTHERN AUSTRALIA” 
Statement 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [10.10 pm]: I rise to bring to the notice of members the federal 
coalition’s “2030 Vision for Developing Northern Australia”. I believe this policy initiative will be very 
important for Western Australia and in particular to my electorate. As we see the mining industry flatten out, we 
need to develop secondary industries to take some burden off the mining industry. This policy is aimed at 
developing a food bowl in the north, growing the tourist economy and building an energy export industry. It will 
also look at establishing world-class medical centres — 
Hon Kate Doust: Do we lease the food bowl back from the Chinese or do you have to talk to Brendon about 
that? 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon MARK LEWIS: I will get to that. 

The policy also aims to create an education hub and to grow Australia’s export of technical skills related to 
resources and agriculture.  

As I said, it is important that we embrace this federal initiative and ensure we get synergies along with it. For 
example, not only in the Ord as we know it now, but also in the area immediately around and to the north of it, 
an area of about 38 000 hectares could be used to develop significant energy and cattle related projects. I go back 
to Hon Kate Doust’s point: we will need investment to do this. Food security is critical to China and Asia and 
they will spend money. It is not about how much profit they make; it is about how much they lose per kilo of 
protein.  

Down from Fitzroy Crossing, there are significant areas that can be properly and sustainably developed through 
mosaic agriculture techniques. Coming down further, La Grange, south of Broome, is a significant area of water 
resources and again holds significant potential for food production. Within the next 10 years, the Pilbara, which 
is of particular interest to me, will probably be the second biggest agricultural area outside the Ord and its 
development will mostly be done with water resources coming off the back of mining. To give some idea of the 
potential in the Pilbara, the Gascoyne area uses 10 gigalitres of water. The prospects in the Pilbara from 
dewatering could be 200 gigalitres to 300 gigalitres—that is in the magnitude of 20 to 30 times the water 
resources we use in Carnarvon. The issue in the Pilbara will also be to develop energy for off-grid mining 
companies and the like. We are very close with the technology in the agricultural area to realising that potential. 
I add that we need to make sure that when the new coalition federal government rolls out this program that 
Carnarvon, or the Gascoyne, is actually brought back into the north, because at the moment it is not, as it sits 
underneath the Tropic of Capricorn. We need to make sure Carnarvon and the Gascoyne food bowl are brought 
within this initiative. 

Given Carnarvon is my home base, I will give members some idea about it. I have just had some figures come 
through, and this year Carnarvon produced a gross value of $100 million worth of agricultural product. To give 
some idea of that, the Ord, with all its size and all its might, produces a bit over a gross value of $50 million 
worth of agricultural production, and that is imputing the future cost of sandalwood back into today’s dollars. 
Therefore, Carnarvon is a very significant area for Western Australia. As I said, a gross value of $100 million 
worth of agricultural production comes out of that place and we are in the process of trying to increase that by 
50 per cent. Therefore, it will be important that we try to get Carnarvon drawn back into the federal coalition’s 
2030 vision for developing northern Australia. That is it, I will leave it there. I just thought that it would be of 
critical interest to the house that that vision statement exists. 

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Kate Doust was not interrupted. 

Hon MARK LEWIS: We need to hook up with that vision and make sure we pick up the synergies as it comes 
through.  

House adjourned at 10.15 pm 
__________ 
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